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Punch Card  
not returned at  
end of event   

DONT PANIC!   
Wait at least 45  
minutes after the  

completion of event   

Obtain the team’s contact 
and emergency phone 

numbers, flight plan and 
car rego from admin. 

Has the 
team 

returned? 

Approximately one hour after the 
end of the event arrange to read 
the results as usual.  During the 
presentations enquire after the 

missing team and talk to anyone 
who knows them or may have 

seen them on the course 

Has the  
team  

returned?   

After the  
presentation,  
arrange an  

additional patrol of  
the emergency loop    

NO 

Check campsite for  
car(s) belonging to  
the missing team   

Is it possible that 
the team may 

have left without 
returning their 
punch-card? NO 

Was the  
team picked  

up on the  
emergency  

loop?   

Everyone goes 
home Happy!  

YES 

YES YES 

Phone the contact and/or the 
emergency number and inform them 
of the situation.  Where possible give 

them a contact number and ask 
them to inform you if they return 

YES 

Are you sure 
the team has 

returned 
home or is on 

their way? 

NO   

NO   YES 

Arrange for three groups  
to go to three different  
controls selected from  
the flight plan and to  

report back to admin (by  
mobile  phone or radio  
where possible) on the  
contents of the intention  

sheets found on the  
controls.   

NO   

Based on the  
information gathered,  

send vehicle(s) to search  
along the tracks and  

roads that are accessible  
in the area where th e  

team is believed to be.    
Is it dark? 

Have three groups (of at least 2 & with 
mobile phones or radios where possible) 
do a foot patrol of all tracks and roads in 

the appropriate area, starting with the 
most signifigant tracks that were not 

accessible by vehicle.  Arrange for the 
teams to contact each other and admin at 

hourly intervals. Leave a responsible 
person in admin as a contact   

Have as many groups (of at 
least 2) visit as many of the 

controls in the selected area in  
2 hours.  After 2 hours compile  
all th e data found to determine  
a good estimate of the area the  

team may be in   After four hours, arrange for all groups  
to assemble at admin.  Notify the police  
of the situation.  They may decide not to 

take any action immediately   
Continue to search in the 

most likely areas.  

Follow advice of the 
Police and emergency  
services and provide  

support wherever 
possible   

YES 

NO   

After six  hours, police should be 
contacted again and requested to 

organise a formal search.  Contact team 
emergency or contact number and 

advise them of the situation. 

SARA Search & Rescue Guidelines


